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Maurits Wolleswinkel: ‘The Wennink report is inspiring: PALLAS presents major opportunities for the Netherlands’ ambitions’

Nuclear knowledge accelerates economic development  

The recently started construction of the new PALLAS reactor gives the Netherlands an excellent position to take the lead in knowledge development in nuclear energy (including SMRs) and the rapid advancements in (nuclear) medicine. The recommendations from the Wennink report on strengthening the Netherlands’ earning capacity and the construction of the reactor align seamlessly. There are significant opportunities for nuclear energy, nuclear medicine, and the North Holland North region. NRG PALLAS actively contributes to three of the five investment areas: life sciences & biotech, resilience, and energy.    

NRG PALLAS CEO, Maurits Wolleswinkel: ‘We are seeing an increasing number of national and international partners coming to us for support with innovations in nuclear medicine and nuclear energy. With the reactor, our research facilities, and our people, we have a decades-long track record. Our nuclear expertise brings nuclear energy closer and offers significant opportunities for the development of nuclear medicines. From this perspective, the investment in the reactor has been a decision made with foresight”’ 

The nuclear projects Allseas and Thorizon are identified as so-called “flagships” in the report. Allseas is building an SMR for both onshore use and offshore on ships. Thorizon is developing a small modular molten salt reactor that uses nuclear waste as fuel. Both companies are carrying out these projects in collaboration with NRG PALLAS. 

"Innovative Dutch initiatives such as Allseas and Thorizon can, thanks to our research, take the steps toward the actual realization of their reactors. NRG PALLAS’ expertise is indispensable for the nuclear technology of the future," says Maurits Wolleswinkel.

The great societal importance of expertise in Petten
With the construction of the PALLAS reactor, replacing the current High Flux Reactor (HFR), the production of medical isotopes for patients is secured, and Petten remains a leading hub in the pursuit of independent European production capacity and strategic autonomy. With over 60 years of experience, NRG PALLAS possesses essential knowledge and data, crucial for the safe and rapid construction of new nuclear power plants (including SMRs) and for accelerating both nuclear medicine and the energy transition.

Accelerating nuclear medicine
Since 2019, we have been collaborating intensively with academic hospitals to improve cancer treatment. For example, a successful therapy for metastatic prostate cancer has been developed. We are at the beginning of developing many more cancer treatment applications. Thanks to its expertise, facilities, location, and the construction of a unique reactor optimized for the production of medical isotopes, Petten has the potential to become the hub of a European “Isotope Valley.”
 
The development of SMRs 
With the growing interest in building new nuclear power plants, the demand for knowledge in nuclear technology is increasing rapidly. Companies from around the world—including the leading developers of advanced Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)—come to Petten for applied research to ensure that the reactors can become operational as quickly as possible.

The Wennink report rightly highlights the urgency of addressing network congestion. Provinces are actively exploring the use of SMRs. For the provinces of Gelderland and Brabant, NRG PALLAS has conducted research into the possibilities of SMR deployment to relieve network congestion and provide energy-intensive industries with reliable, sustainable power.

Contributing to Innovation and Economic Value
Our activities fit into a broader picture aimed at ensuring that the Dutch economy fully benefits from the nuclear renaissance. According to the NRG PALLAS Supply Chain Report, Dutch industry can deliver between one-third and 43% of the construction and development activities for new nuclear power plants (8 to 10 billion euros). Companies are supported in meeting strict quality requirements, enabling them to compete internationally in the future.
 
The arrival of the new PALLAS reactor provides a strong boost to the economic development of the Noordkop region and the province of North Holland. At the Energy & Health Campus (EHC), which employs over 1,600 people, high-tech activities take place. The new reactor strengthens the innovation ecosystem and enhances the international appeal for high-quality companies in the life sciences sector.
_____________________________________________________________________________

About NRG PALLAS 

At NRG PALLAS, we are committed to the health and well-being of people, helping them live longer and more vital lives. Advanced nuclear technology provides solutions that enable breakthroughs in healthcare and clean, sustainable energy. With the PALLAS reactor as the new centerpiece of our future-proof infrastructure, we ensure the safe availability of the entire nuclear cycle and promote nuclear technology for a better future.

For more information you can contact 
- Cora Blankendaal: tel. 06 10 11 67 23, Cora.blankendaal@nrgpallas.com 
- Bieke Oskam: tel 06-47401511 Bieke.oskam@nrgpallas.com  
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